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Welcome to Discovering Our Delta: A Learning Guide for Community Research. The
learning guide is a useful tool for teaching students how to conduct research in their
community and to communicate the results of that research to their classmates and
others. The materials are user friendly and oriented toward students.

These kits have been distributed to middle and high schools in Mississippi. Schools in
other areas may order the whole kit from the Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage
using the information provided below:

Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage
750 9th St. NW .
Washington, DC 20560-0953

To order the kit, please contact Folkways Recordings at the above address, or order on-
line at www.si.edu/folkways. You can call in orders as well: 1-800-410-9815 or fax 1-800-
853-951
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Student Community Research Guide

Smithsonian

Center for Folklife and Cultumal Heritage
Discovering Our Dalia is producod by the Smithsonian Institution Contor for Folklifo and Cultured Heritage
with the support of tha Phil Hordin Foundation, the Mississippi Arts C ission, and tho Smithsonian
Educational Outroach Fund. This projoct is o diroct rosult of fiddwork conductad for the Mississippd
Dualta program of the 1997 Smithsonian Folkile Fastival.

© 2000 Smihsonion Instidution
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Welcome to Discovering Our Delta: A Learning Guide for Community Research. The
learning guide is a useful tool for teaching students how to conduct research in their
community and to communicate the resuits of that research to their classmates and
others. The materials are user friendly and oriented toward students.

These kits have been distributed to middle and high schools in Mississippi. Schools in
other areas may order the whole kit from the Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage
using the information provided below:

Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage
750 9th St. NW
Washington, DC 20560-0953

To order the kit, please contact Folkways Recordings at the above address, or order on-
line at www.si.edu/folkways. You can call in orders as well: 1-800-410-9815 or fax 1-800-
853-951
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Appendix A

Who Are You?

1. Name

2. Hometown

3. | live with:

a. Mother: Name

. Father: Name

Grandmother; Name

. Grandfather: Name

Aunt:

— 0o a0 o

Uncle:

g. Other person:

4. My home church is

a. My pastor is

b. My favorite song in church is

O

. My favorite food is

a. Who cooks your favorite food?

b. How did they learn to cook it?

6. My favorite holiday is

a. On my favorite holiday, |

b. It is my favorite holiday because

7. County my town or city is in:
a. | would describe my town as: (rural, urban, etc.)
b. The thing I like the best about my town is
c. The main industry in my town is

8. | go to (name of school):

a. My favorite subject in school is

b. After school 1 like to

Q. In the summer | like to

10.My hobbies are

11. Other things | would like people to know about me are

12.1 am interested in learning more about these three things in my community and the people who live
there:
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Appendix B

Tape Recorder Advice

1. Practice, practice, practice before you go out on your first interview. Make sure you know how the
tape recorder works, and how close to the tradition bearer the microphone should be to pick up a voice
well. If you are going to do any interviewing while a person is moving, like LaBeth did while she was
interviewing her grandfather outside on the catfish farm, practice that, too.

2. Having on external microphone {one that plugs into the recorder with a jack) will give you better
sound, but you can use the internal {builtin) microphone if you have to.

3. Tape recorders run on batteries or electricity. Batteries are more flexible — you don’t have to find o
plug, and you can move around more easily — but you HAVE to make sure they are fresh and won't run
down on you in the middle of an interview!! Bring some extra batteries along just in case.

4. Cheap cassette tapes have poor sound quality. If you can, get tapes that have little screws in the side,
in case they get jommed and have to be repaired. Tapes that play more than 45 minutes per side are
not recommended: they can stretch and break. Go to a record or electronics store and ask about good-
quality tapes if you're unsure. Even good-quality tapes aren’t that expensive.

5. Background noise is almost always a factor when you're recording. Some noises are great because
they help set the scene of the interview. Crickets chirping, birds singing in trees outdoors, the sound of a
distant boat motor on o nearby lake — nice. A television or radio blaring, seven grandchildren running in
and out and slamming the screen door, a vacuum cleaner — not nice. If noise threatens to drown out
your interview, politely ask the people involved in these activities to stop during the interview, or move to
another, quieter space.

6. Need to be convinced that tape recording is important? Consider this. A tape recorder picks up every
word and creates a permanent record of your interview. The tape recorded interview gives you not only
the person’s words, but the way he or she says them. Accents, pauses, loughter, turns of phrase, voice
pitch (highs and lows) — all of it is captured on tape. That's why professional folklorists and oral
historians prefer to get their interviews recorded on tape. So, go prol

7. Even if you are taping an interview, you might want to take some notes. It helps you focus on what the
person is saying to jot a few things down, and can also help clarify things you'll hear on the tape when

you listen to it loter.

8. You may only get the chance to get this information on tape one fime. Make the most of itl
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More Photography Information

The Best Camera: A good-quality 35 mm camera. Make sure you know how to use it before you start
taking-photos. Maybe someone at your school, like the teacher or a student who takes photos for the
yearbook or newspaper, could give you a “crash course.”

When to Take Photos: Probably not in the middle of an interview — it can be distracting. It could work
if you had someone else along with you to take the photos. After an interview is probably the best time.

Types of Photos to Illustrate Your Interview:
Portraits — Pictures of the person or persons you've interviewed in a natural setting, like their front
porch, their favorite chair, or their kitchen table.

Action shots — Try to catch the person doing something that they have been talking about: playing the
guitar, fishing, quilting, cooking. Try not to make it too obvious that this is staged!

Pictures that set the scene — Long shots of the person’s house, inside and out; the street they live on;
their workshop — whatever tells us where this person hangs out and does the things you have been
interviewing him or her about.

Pictures that help explain the interview — Make sure you get pictures of tools, equipment, ingredients,
and other things that the person uses to do his or her thing. Some tools and other objects are very old
and have special meaning for the people who own them.

A Short Guide to Taking Good Photos:

* Try to center the subject in the viewfinder.

+ Don't photogroph someone or something in front of a bright window — all you'll get is a shadow!

* If you have o comera with a flash unit and adjustable settings, and a choice in what film to purchase,
use a flash or “fast” film (400 asa) in dim areas. Use no flash and “slow” film (200 asa or under) in
bright areas.

* Try to get some photos of the person in action — quilting, singing, dancing, cooking.

* Should you shoot color slides or prints2 Well, you can always get prints from slides (it is o bit
expensive), but it's a lot harder to get slides from prints. Planning a slide show? Shoot slides!

* Black and white or color? That depends on what you're going to use them for. Black and white are
good for reproduction in inexpensive publications (newspaper, xeroxed report, or newsletter). Black
and white negatives and photos also last longer and fade less than color. Color gives you the most
lifeike record of what you saw, and black and white copies can be made from color slides or photos.
Choose what seems best for your purposes.

A Note on Old Pictures:

Sometimes people have old pictures that can help you get an idea of things they did or places they lived
in the past. Ask about these. They can make a great jumping off point or follow-up for an interview.
People might even let you borrow an old picture to get it copied for your report. You could do a “quick
and dirty copy” by having the person hold the photo and taking their picture with it. Or, find out if your
school or a photographer you know has a copy stand — a platform with lights on the sides for copying
old photos. Be very careful. People love their old photos and don’t want them to get messed upl




Appendix C

Interview Report Form

Full name of person interviewed:
Nickname, if any:

Date of interview:

Researcher’'s Name:

Address and telephone number of person interviewed:

Date of birth:

Place of birth:

How many years living in this community?

Where else lived?

Spouse’s and children’s names (if any):

Occupation:

Additional skills and activities:

Education:

Hobbies, interests:

Other information:




Interview Context:

Where interview took place:

Time of day:
Sound conditions (background noise):

Other people present:

Other helpful information (use back if necessary):

Other information gathered: tape(s), photol(s), etc.:

Release Form

Thank you for participating in the [name of school and project]. By signing the form below, you give your permission to include any
tapes and/or photographs made during the [project name] in a public archive where they will be available to researchers and the
public for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, and class presentations. By giving your permission, you do not
give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold.

| agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions, noted below.

Signature:

Date:

Researcher’s signature:

Restriction description:
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Tape Log Continuation

Name of person(s) interviewed:
Researcher:

Date of Interview:

Page of

Tape Index #
(Notes on content)
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Appendix D
Tape Log

Name of person(s) interviewed:

Researcher:

Date of interview:

Location of interview:

General descripfion of contents:

Other information gathered (Interview Report Form, Photo Log, Auxiliary Information):

Page 1 of
Tape Index #
(Notes on content)

6/



Appendix E

Sample Tape Transcription Page

Nome of person(s) interviewed: Reverend Marvin K. Myles

Transcription abbreviation(s): MM

Researcher: Steven Richardson

Transcription abbreviation: SR

Date of interview: 5/14/98

Location of interview: Rev. Myles's office at his church

General description of contents: Rev. Myles’s background, life, and preaching

Other information gathered (Interview Report Form, Photo Log, Auxiliary Information): photos, recording
of Rev. Myles’s musical group, Rev. Myles’s sermon

Page 1 of 22

tape counter #: 00 - 20

SR: Would you please tell us your name?

MM: My name is Marvin K. Myles. | was born and raised twelve miles from here — a little place called
Friar Point, not in town but on the outskirts about five miles.

tope counter # 21 - 105

SR: What was it like growing up?

MM: It was really fun ot that time. It was really hard; we were not privy to a lot of things, the "niceties”
of life. We were living in framed houses that had board around them and a tin top. There were holes in
the wall, holes in the floor, and it rained in the house. At the beginning of my life, we had no indoor
restrooms and what have you. In addition to that, my brothers and | had to sleep in the same bed
because we didn't have a lot of room. It was really nice because there was not as much breaking in as
we have now. We didn’t have locks on the doors. We just had nails we put in the door and bent the nail
over. That was the only lock we had. But of course, you look around and see that we didn't have to
break in because all of us had pretty much the same thing anyway. | had the opportunity to go to church
continuously. That was the only place we really went because the house where we lived was only a
quarter of a mile from the church. So, we walked to church back and forth constantly, and that was the
only place we ever knew.

tape counter 106 - 131:

SR: Did you grow up in a big family?

MM: Yes, | grew up in a very religious family. As a matter of fact, my father had four brothers, and all
four of them were ministers. They were Methodist ministers. | really never got a chance to know them
very closely. In addition to that, he had a sister who was a minister as well. My brothers, who were older
than |, sang gospel music. Basically the only thing we ever knew was church and gospel music. | grew
up in that tradition and it took root in me. It continues today....
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Tape Transcription Form

Name of person(s) interviewed: _

Transcription abbreviation(s):
Researcher:

Transcription abbreviation:

Date of interview:

Location of interview:

General description of contents:

Other information gathered (Interview Report Form, Photo Log, Auxiliary Information):

Page 1 of
tape counter #:
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Appendix F

Photo Log Form

Person(s)/Subject(s) photographed:

Photographer:

Date(s) taken:

Location(s):
Type of film:

Photo conditions {light, weather, efc.):

General description of contents:

Other information available (Interview Report Form, Tape Log, Auxiliary Information):

Page 1 of
photo frame #:

Description of contents:




Tape Transcription Continuation Sheet

Person(s) interviewed:

Researcher:

Date:
Page of

tape counter #
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Photo Log Continuation Sheet

Person(s)/Subjects photographed:

Photographer:
Date:
Page of

photo frome #:
Description of contents:
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